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Upcoming  

Events: 

11/08 5th Grade Musi-

cal 

11/09 Limo Ride 

11/11 Veteran’s Day 

Breakfast and 

Program 

11/16 4th Grade Field 

Trip 

11/17 Thanksgiving 

Dinner 

11/22 Turkey Trot 

11/23 

–

11/25 

No School 

  

 

Come join in the fun! Grades 4-5 will be run-

ning approximately 1 mile. Grades 2 & 3 will be 

running about 3/4 mile and Pre-K, K and 1 will 

be running about 1/2 mile. Parents are wel-

come to help, trot or just cheer them on! We 

could use some volunteers throughout the day!  
 

Turkey Trot Time! Tues. Nov. 22th 

 

Motivation Formula  

This month for character we are focusing on the 

character traits each week of being Responsible, 

Passionate, Focused and of having Self Worth.  

The Motivation Formula unit stresses the im-

portance of making Positive Choices and recog-

nizing that we all do make mistakes.  There is 

student discussion about how many choices we 

have to make each day about nearly everything 

we do.  We can choose positive or negative.  

Steps to being successful in motivating ourselves 

are:  

¶ Using positive Self Talk examples being:   

òI can do it, Iõve got this, I am doing my 

best!ó  When we choose positive it 

òchannelsó our energy into places that 

will help us reach our goals and become 

better people.  

¶ Character of Heart - choosing and doing 

the right thing because we believe that 

is the right thing, not because others 

are watching.  Being true to ourselves.  

¶ Finding Passion or Purpose- Encouraging 

students to think about what they like 

to do and practice and become good at 

it to build their self worth.  

¶ Finding a Support System - Helping stu-

dents identify people in their lives that 

will encourage and support them in their 

interests and in becoming the best per-

son they can be.  Examples were par-

ents, teachers, school staff etc.   

 

When we choose to make positive choices, 

acknowledge that we all do make mistakes, and 

work to get on a more positive path we can all 

have more opportunities, freedom and self 

worth.  Through these simple steps we can be-

come the best people we can be not only in school 

but in life.  
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STAAR-The Next Generation 

A new testing adventure begins with the launch of the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness or 

STAAR in the 2011-2012 school year.  A new test design will focus on readiness for success in subsequent 

grades or courses and, ultimately, for college and career. 

STAAR differs from TAKS in that it is more rigorous than previous tests, will have more questions and will have a 

four hour time limit.  With this in mind, we are teaching students the necessary strategies to use in order to per-

form well and finish on time.  We will continue to use our GISD elementary curriculum, including Reading Street 

and Think Math!, to teach the required Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills or TEKS with greater depth and ri-

gor.  

Performance standards for STAAR at grades 3–8 will be set in fall 2012, after the first spring administration of 

STAAR. Reporting of STAAR results for grades 3-8 will be available in the Fall of 2012. 

The STAAR standardized testing program includes the following elementary grade levels and content areas:  

¶ 3rd Grade: Math & Reading 

¶ 4th Grade: Math, Reading & Writing 

¶ 5th Grade: Math, Reading & Science 

More STAAR information is available at:         www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/ 

Science Fair Information Night:  Tues-
day 29th, 6- 7pm in the Library   We 

need Science Fair Judges/

Volunteers:  Contact Mrs.Cardenas, 

Congratulations to Mrs. Wheelers class!!! They are the winners 

of the PTA Membership Drive. They will be rewarded with a piz-

za party for getting the most people to join Mitchell’s PTA. Way 

to go. 

Veteran’s Day Program 
All Veterans are invited to a breakfast in the 

library at 8:15 am. Everyone is invited to our 

annual Veteran’s Day program. The program 

will start at 9:00 am behind the school. 

Thanksgiving Dinner at Mitchell 

Elementary 

Come join your student for an early Thanks-

giving Dinner. It will take place during your 

students lunch time.  We are still looking for 

volunteers for this event. 



Mitchell First Graders will be busy in November! We are 

studying community leaders, elections, Veterans' Day, and 

Thanksgiving. Please remember to keep reading and prac-

ticing math facts! 

Second grade will be taking a field trip to the Georgetown Public Library, 

Texas State Bank of Georgetown and the Hill Country Bookstore on Friday, 

November 4th. The students are continuing their study of producers, con-

sumers and goods and services. The students will get to experience the 

community of Georgetown and see first hand the goods and services avail-

able in our community. Later in the month of November, we will begin our 

study of land forms and maps. 

Our third grade students are continuing Unit 2 in the Reading Street curriculum.  The 

concept in this unit focuses on smart solutions.  The rest of the unit will include read-

ing Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens  and Amazing Bird Nests  by Ron Fridell , fol-

lowed by a week of review.   

In Social Studies, students are learning about the development of communities.  This 

month we also explore ethnic and cultural celebrations.  

In Science, we continue to learn about our Solar System.  Our students will explore: 

the solar system; Earthõs seasons; how the moon and Earth interact; and what is out-

side the solar system.  

Students are working very hard in math to learn and understand addition and subtrac-

tion with regrouping.  This month they will also be looking for patterns in numbers in 

order to identify the rule for the pattern and be able to extend the patterns.  

Language arts: Students will be answering the question òWhat is 

the value of teamwork?ó using our Reading Street curriculum. 

Social Studies: Students are learning about the early settlers of 

Texas and will learn about Missions. 

Math: Students will be learning 2 digit X 2 digit multiplication 

and beyond. We will begin working with Fractions later in the 

month. 

Science: Students are learning about matter and the states of mat-

ter. 

We are looking forward to our 4th Grade field trip  to the Bob Bull-

ock Museum on November 16th.  

In Reading, students are finishing up Unit 2 "What makes people want to do 

the right thing?". We have read several stories, including The Midnight Ride 

of Paul Revere and Hold the Flag High.  

We are learning about the 13 Original Colonies, while creating advertise-

ments regarding each colony in Social Studies. 

For Math, students are working on Chapter 4: Improper Fractions & Mixed 

numbers. They are also reviewing comparing fractions using common de-

nominators and models 

Changes in the Earth’s surface as a result of weathering and erosion, as well 

as weathering agents: wind, water, and ice have been the focus for Science. 


