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Mitchell 

PTA wishes 

you a safe 

a happy 

holiday 

season!  

Attendance and Early Pick up 

Your child’s health and safety is always a 

priority for us.  We know that there are una-

voidable situations where you must sched-

ule appointments and your child must 

leave early.  When it is avoidable, we do 

ask you to help us maximize instructional 

potential in these situations by minimizing 

the amount of time out of school as much 

as possible.  Only absences due to illness, 

doctor’s appointments, funerals or medical 

emergencies can be excused absences.  A 

doctor’s note must be provided.  Picking up 

for any other reason can not be an excused 

absence.  If you schedule a mid day ap-

pointment, please try to bring your child 

back to school to finish out the day if possi-

ble. 

Transportation change 

If there will be a change in the meth-

od of transportation your child will 

use to get home on a particular day, 

please send a note to the teacher in 

your child’s STAR folder.  Calling the 

office to change transportation 

should only be used as an emergen-

cy option. 

Tardy Policy 

It is important that all students be given the maximum instructional time that they 

deserve.  Your assistance as a parent is necessary to insure this occurs by taking 

the first step of making sure that your child arrives at school on time. 

The following are Mitchell Elementary morning school wide routines. 

1. At 7:50am all students are released from the gym and cafeteria in order to 

go to the classroom area.  Between 7:50am – 8:00am students are prepar-

ing for their school day in their classroom and having breakfast in the class-

room. 

2. The tardy bell rings at 8:00am, and morning announcements begin prompt-

ly at 8:01am. Students not in their homeroom at that time need to go to 

the office to get a tardy slip before they are allowed into their homeroom 

class.  We need for you to walk your child in if you drop them off after 8:00. 

We hope that clarifying early morning routine will further assist parents to insure 

that their child arrives on time.  Again it is our intention to partner with you to give 

your child the maximum amount of instructional time that they deserve. Your sup-

port is greatly appreciated and if you have any questions, please feel free to con-

tact us. 

We can thank everyone enough that helped out with the Thanksgiving luncheaon 

and the Turkey Trot. We couldn’t have done it without your help. We will need vol-

unteers for the  Fine Dining event on December 9th. Thanks again!!! 

Mitchell PTA will be holding a 

general meeting on Decem-

ber 9th at 11 am.  

Mitchell’s 

Cici’s Night 

is December 

15th. Hope 

to see you 

all there! 
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PreK: This month we have learned about something  we real-

ly  love... Giants-Gigantes! In this theme we explored man-made 

big things, nature-made big things and imaginary big things. Our 

little friends learned about big and little and how sometimes per-

spective is a factor. The theme for next month will be about 

"Choices". We just can't wait to tell you about it!! 

Kinder: Kindergarten News 

This month we will be finishing up our Georgetown unit and will 

begin learning about holiday customs and traditions.  Our Reading 

curriculum will focus on how life is different from life hundreds of 

years ago and how animals can change over time. 

Our Kindergarten Math benchmark will be the week of December 

12th and will cover the first four chapters of our math curricu-

lum.  The classroom parties will be in the morning of December 

21st, after our school wide sing along.  More information will be 

sent out by your teacher or home room mom.   

1st grade: This month, Mitchell First Graders will be exploring 

balance and motion, needs and wants, goods and services, and 

winter holidays. We will also practice counting quarters, adding 

and subtracting ten from larger numbers, and connecting numbers 

with number words. We continue to read and spell more compli-

cated words, and are writing stories, letters, and descriptions. 

What an exciting month! 

Keep reading and have a Merry December! 

2nd grade: Our 2nd grade musical "40 Winks" will be Thurs-

day, December 8th at 6:30. 

In math we are halving and doubling numbers.  We will take 

the Math Checkpoint test on December 14th. 

 In Social Studies, we are continuing to discuss the conti-

nents and read maps. We are also studying land forms: 

mountains, valleys, plains,peninsulas, islands, lakes, rivers 

and oceans. The students are excited to make them out of 

clay!  

 We will begin our study of natural resources. The students 

will have the opportunity to see natural resources before they 

become a finished product. They are always amazed to see 

what kitty litter and plastic is made from! 

3rd grade: In Language Arts, our students are beginning a new 

unit in Reading Street.  Students will learn how people and nature 

are connected.  This month we will be reading the following sto-

ries:  How Do You Raise a Raisin? by Pam Mu¶oz Ryan; Pushing 

Up the Sky by Joseph Bruchac; Seeing Stars by Donna Lat-

ham.  In Math, students will build an understanding of fractions 

that will prepare them for more formal work with fractions in fourth 

grade.  Matter is the focus in Science.  We will investigate matter, 

the physical and chemical properties of matter, and the states of 

matter (solid, liquid, and gas).  In Social Studies, we will continue 

to learn about cultural celebrations of our local community 

and other communities.    

4th Grade: During the month of December 4th grade will con-

tinue to learn about fractions and we will have our Math 

Checkpoint on December 15th. In Language arts we are dis-

cussing the patterns in nature. In Science we are learning 

about the properties of matter. Please continue to have your 

child read 20 minutes a day and sign Star charts daily. 

Please donõt hesitate to contact us if you have any ques-

tions. Our Winter Party will be on December 21st at 

2:00p.m. 

5th Grade: Reading - Students are focusing on the Big Ques-

tion "What do people gain from the work of inventors and art-

ists?" Stories are focusing on famous inventors and artists, in-

cluding Leonardo DaVinci. They are also practicing sequencing, 

main idea, and visualization. 

Social Studies - Students are finishing their unit on the 13 Origi-

nal Colonies. They are learning the differences between the 

colonies, including government and climate. Our next chapter 

will focus on the African Slave Trade.  

Math - Students are learning about Grids and Graphs. They are 

making figures on coordinate grids, as well as making translat-

ing figures, reflecting figures, and rotating figures. 

Science - Earth and Space are the continued unit of study. Stu-

dents are learning about the formation of sedimentary rocks and 

fossil fuels. They are also identifying fossils as evidence of past 

living organisms and the nature of the environments at the time 

using models. 

Library: BARNES & NOBLE BOOKFAIR:  Will be on Sat. 

Dec. 10th from 9am-11pm at the La Frontera Store in Round 

Rock.  Our Mitchell honor choir will be there at 9am to sing holi-

day carols, so come join us and then do a little holiday shop-

ping!  Proceeds will benefit our school library!  If you can't make 

it in that day, you can go to www.bn.com and shop online for 

Mitchell from Dec. 10-Dec. 15th! 

  

 

 

 

 

Reindeer Lane Holiday Store:  The store will be in the library 

from Dec. 14-Dec. 20.  Mrs. Heil is looking for parent volunteers 

to help run the store. Please call or e-mail Mrs. Heil at 943-1820 

or heila@georgetownisd.org if you are interested! 

 Donors Choose:  Mrs. Heil has put a project online at do-

norschoose.org.  If you are interested in helping us raise the 

money to purchase take-home learning packs for our younger 

students (Pre-K - 2nd), visit www.donorschoose.org/heila to 

learn more about the project and how you can help! 

Physical Education: Hola!  Here are some upcoming events 

in PE.... 

Monday, Dec 5th - practice fine dining / manners, etc..(Fine 

dining will be on Friday in the Cafeteria!) 

Friday, Dec 9th- Martial Arts presentation / participation. 

Tues, Dec 13 - Say NO to drugs and alcohol 

                       Classroom Corner 

 



When gift giving this year, please keep in mind all of the Specials teachers 

who help your children throughout the school year. Our school is a better 

place because of our art, music, PE, reading, math, special ed. teachers, and 

counselors. If your child takes advantage of their services, please be sure to 

show your appreciation. 

Thank you to our Mitchell PTA for providing 

our students in grades 3, 4, and 5 to partici-

pate in the UIL competition this year! 

Oral Reading 3-5 ð Friday 7:30-8:00  Coach: 

Corrie Buckey 

Music Memory 3-5– Tues/Thurs/Fri 7:15-8:00 

Coach: Zoila Cardenas 

Art 4-5– Monday 3:00-4:15 Coach: Nancy Han-

rahan 

Ready Writing 3-5– Monday 7:30-8:00 Coach: 

Candice Mills 

Spelling 3-5–Wednesday 7:25-7:55 Coach: Amie 

Leggett, Jennifer Guidry 

Number Sense 5th Grade – Thursday 3:00-4:00 

Coach: Linda Rister 

Number Sense 4th Grade – Monday 7:30-8:00 

Coach: Candice Mills 

You may attend a practice for more than one 

event to determine which you are most interest-

ed in, however you must select only one event to 

compete in unless you want to do ready writing 

and one other event. 

Winter HolidayðNo School 

The winter hokiday is December 22. 2011unitl January 

4th, 2012. The students will return to school on January 

5th, 2012.  

Holiday luncheon -  

Fine dining  

Please join your student during their lunch 

hour for Mitchellôs Holiday Fine Dining event. 

PTA is in need for volunteers for this event. If 

interested please contact the PTA @         

volunteers@mitchellpta.com 

Holiday Classroom Parties 

The classroom holiday parties will be on December 

21st. Please look for more information in Thursday 

folders from teachers or classroom parents.   

Mitchell Calendar 
Dec 8th - 2nd Grade Musical “40 Winks” at 6:30 pm 

Dec 9th - PTA General Meeting @ 11 am 

Dec 9th - Holiday Fine Dining - during student lunch 

Dec 10th - Barnes and Noble - 9 am to 11 pm 

Dec 14th to 20th - Holiday Store - in the library 

Dec 15th - Mitchell Night at Cici’s Pizza 

Dec 21st - Holidays Around the World - in classrooms 

Dec 21st - Holiday Classroom Parties 


